ETHNIC DIFFERENTIATION AND RACE CONFLICT 449

for example, was preferred by the whites as a night-club entertainer;
and if she had the requisite money, manners, and clothes, she could per-
haps patronize restaurants and other places where she could be mistaken
for a Latin American or some other dark-complexioned Caucasian, Thus
in time it came about that the lighter a Negro's skin and the straio-hter
his hair, the higher was his esteem among Negroes. It was then but a
step to passing out of the Negro group into the society of whites. Today
passing the color line is fully sanctioned and effectively aided by the
Negro community.

No one knows how many individuals born into the Negro out-group
eventually pass into the white in-group. Only the failures, those whose
Negro origin is discovered, become matters of record. The numbers
must, however, be exceedingly small in comparison with the total Negro
population; and although the fact that some do pass gives some support
to the hope that in time the Negroes will be assimilated into the popula-
tion as have been physically indistinguishable groups, the rate of assimi-
lation is so slow that centuries might be required. During those centuries
any number of things may occur to change radically the relations be-
tween whites and Negroes in America. For one thing, the Negroes can-
not be expected to remain passive in their position as a subordinated
ethnic group. In spite of the diligent efforts of the believers in white
supremacy to keep the Negro in his place, the impersonal forces of
social integration-especially the new techniques of communication and
transportation-are gradually lessening the ethnic distinctions between
white and Negro, even as they are between European and Asiatic, and
between other groups of the world. As he becomes "white" in such
important regards as his motivations, interests, social skills, etc., the
Negro becomes ever more resentful of the fact that he is barred from
full social membership by the inherently trivial but ideologically damn-
ing fact that his skin is dark. American Negroes, like the European
dominated peoples of India, South Africa, and elsewhere, are showing
increasing signs of restiveness; and racial conflict of unprecedented scale
and character is not an unlikely prospect.